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Susquehannock Senior Qualifies for Regional Chorus  

Susquehannock High School 
senior Ethan Paules participated 
in the 2014-15 Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association 
(PMEA) District 7 Chorus 
Festival and qualified for the 
Region V Festival.  Paules 
performed January 23 and 24, 
2015 at Gettysburg Area High 
School, during the District 7 
Festival. He was selected after 
auditioning with four other 
Susquehannock High School 
students in the fall and ranked 
8th out of 51 Tenor l performers. 

Guest conductor for the festival 
was Dr. Robert Natter, 
Associate Professor of Music 
and Director of Choral Activities 
at Gettysburg College. 

Following an additional audition, 
Paules advanced to the PMEA 
Regional V Choral Festival, 
which will take place February 
26-28, 2015 at Wilson High 
School near Reading, Pa. He 
placed 5th out of 25 Tenor I 
performers. 
 
 

 

Students Explore Careers at STEM Summit 

Susquehannock High School ninth grade students recently conducted experiments, competed 
against one another, and participated in career panel presentations, centered on the areas of 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM). As part of the STEM Summit, 
students attended various stations throughout the school, where they put physics, math, and 
chemistry to the test. 
 
The primary goal of the STEM Summit was to educate students on possible career opportunities 
in these areas. The STEM Summit was a day-long event that consisted of 30 minute sessions 
for the students.   

Business leaders from the region also volunteered with the students during these sessions. 
Ruth Baer, of Susquehanna Bank, worked at the Marshmallow Challenge, a civil engineering 

competition, where students built towers using 
spaghetti. Students worked in teams to make 
towers by taping uncooked spaghetti so they 
could support their marshmallows. The team with 
the tallest tower, which supported an unassisted 
marshmallow, won the competition. In other 
sessions, students wired receptacles to learn 
about the electrical industry and also competed in 
a relay competition, where they walked barefoot 
across dozens of raw eggs, a civil engineering 
experiment. 

http://www.sycsd.org/popup_info.cfm?story=154423


ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT ROBERT SCHEFTER ‘88 

 

Robert Schefter (known to friends as “Bobby”) refers 
to his role as president of the SYCSD Board of 
Directors as “coming full circle.” “When I was in 
school,” he recalls, “I never even considered what it 
takes to run a school district. As Board President, 
every day is a learning experience.  
This is one of the most rewarding 
things I’ve ever done.” 

Bobby was an outstanding student at 
Susquehannock, graduating in the top 
5% of the class and was a member of 
the National Honor Society. He was 
also successful outside of the 
classroom, serving as class president 
in his junior and senior years, and 
earning varsity letters in baseball (left 
fielder) and football (linebacker and 
swing back). For his gridiron 
performance, he earned all-county 
honors. 

If that wasn’t enough to keep him busy 
and out of trouble (for the most part), he maintained 
an active regimen of odd jobs that included mowing 
cemetery lawns, catching chickens, and working the 
concession stand at the Laurel Race Track in 
Maryland. This early work ethic carries through his 
life, and he freely credits his SHS experience for this, 
particularly his English teachers (Mrs. Schultz, Miss 
Adams, and Mr. Marks) for instilling this drive. He 
also credits Mr. Lease and Mr. Alwine for challenging 
him to always do his best. 

Without a doubt, English was his favorite subject. In 
fact, when he enrolled as a freshman at the 
University of Delaware, he declared English as his 
major, concentrating in technical writing, and earned 
a spot in the honors program. He was inducted into 
Phi Beta Kappa Academic Honor Society, Sigma 
Tau Delta (English Honors) and Phi Kappa Phi 
(Academic Honors).  

Again, Bobby gives credit to his time at 
Susquehannock for his success. He says, “When I 
started college, I felt like I was ahead of many others 
in my classes.” 

After graduating Cum Laude in 1992, he accepted a 
position with a defense contractor in Virginia, where 
he was a technical editor. It was there that he 
developed an interest in the law and after a year 
enrolled at Dickinson.  

 

He paid for his education through a combination of 
student loans and an eclectic mix of part-time work 
that included loading trucks for UPS, editing medical 
textbooks, and lifeguarding. 

At Dickinson, he was a member of Law 
Review, became active in the school’s 
mock trial competition, and earned the 
privilege of serving as a law clerk in the 
Cumberland County court system. He 
also was awarded an externship at the 
York County District Attorney’s office 
and was hired there after graduation 
as an assistant district attorney. These 
experiences instilled in him a passion 
for trial work. He loved the life of a trial 
lawyer.  

After a year at the DA’s office, he 
joined the regional firm of Barley 
Snyder as an associate attorney in 
1997. “I enjoyed my work at the D.A.’s 
office,” he explains, “But the pressure 

of paying off student loans was a factor.” Further, he 
had the opportunity to expand his legal experience 
in the firm’s Commercial Litigation Department while 
continuing to hone his courtroom skills.  

After five years, he left public practice and took up 
real estate law with a large local real estate 
developer and construction firm. It was in this 
employment that he met Dianne Masimore, who was 
a member of Southern’s School Board. There was a 
vacancy and Bobby was interested. While at Barley 
Snyder, he had been active on several non-profit 
boards and his terms had expired. He was anxious 
to continue his public service and in 2002, he was 
selected to fill Southern’s board vacancy. After a few 
years he was elected Vice President and in 2007, 
was elected Board President, a position he has held 
since. 

Most recently, Bobby has returned to private law 
practice, this time with the Senft Law Firm in York 
where he is a partner. This is a general practice in 
which he must draw on all his experience, but he 
specializes in criminal defense. 

Outside of work, Bobby is busy with his young family 
and with his position on the school board, a job he 
says he’ll hold as long the public wants him. 

Thanks to Bobby Schefter, Class of 1988, for 
making us Warrior Proud 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/-9tfVOq0WZok/AAAAAAAAAAI/AAAAAAAAADA/_mH6jZUS6no/photo.jpg&imgrefurl=https://plus.google.com/105783873757930317786&h=440&w=426&tbnid=9WBdrctE7vmMcM:&zoom=1&docid=-R3o7a0MHG2hkM&itg=1&ei=WnjbVO9zhaY2h_WD4Ak&tbm=isch&ved=0CCUQMygDMAM


Susquehannock Scholarship Memorializes Senator Michael Waugh 

Graduating Susquehannock High 
School seniors may qualify for an 
additional $1,000 scholarship in 
2015 as a memorial to former 
Pennsylvania State Senator 
Michael Waugh through the 
Southern York County School 
District Foundation/Dollars for 
Scholars.  
 
The goal of the Southern York 
County School District 
Foundation is to raise $20,000 to 
permanently endow the Michael L. Waugh 
Memorial Scholarship, providing an annual 
$1,000 scholarship.  A generous $3,500 
donation from PeoplesBank has provided 
an excellent start to meeting this goal. 
 
Sen. Waugh was a Glen Rock resident, who 
served the State Senate from 1999 until 
2014, before becoming Executive Director 
of the Pennsylvania Farm Show. He died in  

October of 2014.  Sen. Waugh 
served the community in many 
volunteer and leadership 
capacities, including a member 
of the PeoplesBank Board of 
Directors. 
 
His political career began in 
1989, when he was elected to 
the Shrewsbury Township Board 
of Supervisors. He also 
previously served as a 
congressman for the State 

House of Representatives from 1993 to 
1998.  Senator Waugh is survived by his 
wife Wanda, and their son Joe, who 
graduated from Susquehannock High 
School in 1999.  
 
Contributions to the Michael L. Waugh 
Memorial Scholarship Fund can be sent to 
the Southern York County School District 
Foundation, P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, PA 
17327. 

 
 

Susquehannock Thespians Qualify for International Conference 

Cast and crew members from the Susquehannock High School’s fall 2014 production of 39 
Steps qualified to attend the International Thespian Conference this summer. 

The students presented their play at the 2014 Pennsylvania State Thespian Conference and 
were invited to perform at the Kimball Stage of the International Thespian Festival at the 
University of Nebraska, June 22 – 27, 2015. The Susquehannock troupe’s production was one 
of 40 shows in the United States and Canada to be judged. The student’s presentation was one 
of five productions that were selected to perform at the showcase in June. 

This international event is an annual week-long theater festival that brings together high school 
theater clubs and thespian troupes from the United States and Canada. Organized by the 
International Thespian Society, the festival offers students more than 120 workshops. These 
workshops are taught by high school teachers, college professors, and theater professionals. 

According to senior Alexis Anelli, the 
Susquehannock troupe was one of four 
thespian troupes to perform its full production 
at the state conference.  In addition, junior 
Kurt Eckenrode received an individual award 
as MVP for his performance in the play. 

“We worked for three months, five days per 
week and it paid off,” junior Beth Martin said 
and added that she was part of the sound 
effects team for 39 Steps. 

http://www.sycsd.org/popup_info.cfm?story=154203


 
 

Katelyn Welch to Play Collegiate Lacrosse 
 

Katelyn Welch, a Susquehannock High School senior, recently 
signed a letter of intent to play lacrosse for Robert Morris 
University in Pittsburgh next year. Welch said she plans to 
major in biology when she attends college. She hopes to work 
in the genetics or bioethics field one day.  
 
(Featured in the photo are Welch, front row, with her parents, Michelle and Jerry 

Welch. Also pictured, back row, are Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse Coach Steve Marshner, left, 

and Athletic Director Chuck Abbott, right.) 

 

Southern York County School Board Recognized for Service 

Southern York County School District Board Directors 
were recently honored for their outstanding service to 
the students and residents of the School District. As 
part of School Director Recognition Month by the 
Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA), each 
board director was recognized during the January 
Board of Education meeting. 
 

School Board directors are residents who are elected to 
serve their school districts. They volunteer their time to 
the School Board and also serve on policy making 
committees and represent the School District on local, 

county, and regional government agencies. 
 

“I am excited to recognize you throughout our meeting,” Superintendent Sandra Lemmon said as she 
presented each board director with a certificate for his and her years of service. “You are here for all the 
right reasons – to give back to the community, and to do it in a fiscally responsible way, but most 
importantly, to do it for the students. It’s our honor to work with each and every one of you.” 
 

In 2010, the School Board received a ‘Distinguished School Board’ award for effective school 
governance by the PSBA. This Board was one of only two school boards ever to be honored with this 
recognition. 
 

The Board directors at Southern have collectively served more than 109 years on the School Board, 
Lemmon said. Board President Robert Schefter has served on the Board since 2002 and brings a wealth 
of legal experience to the Board. Board Vice President C. Dianne Masimore has served on the Board 
since 1995, having been appointed Pice President for several terms. She also chairs the Personnel and 
Policy Committee. Board Treasurer Bruce Bauman has served on the School Board since 1999, most of 
that time as the Treasurer. In addition, he oversees the Finance and Budget Committee and is a Director 
for the Southern York County School District Foundation. Jerri Groncki’s experience extends to 1993, 
when she was first elected to the Board. In that time, Groncki has chaired the Building and Grounds and 
the Education Committees. She also represents the School District on York County School of 
Technology’s Joint Operating Committee. James Holley was first elected to the School Board in 2006, 
bringing his many years of engineering experience to chair the Buildings and Grounds Committee. Karen 
Helwig has served on the Board since 2007, chairs the Transportation, Health, and Safety Committee, 
and serves on the District’s Wellness Committee. Ron Groncki has served on the School Board since 
2007, and chairs the Athletics and Extracurricular Committee. Judi Fisher has served on the School 
Board since 2005 and also is a representative for the PSBA Legislative Council. Allie Waldron was first 
elected to the School Board in 2007, and joins Fisher as a representative for the PSBA Legislative 
Council. In addition, Waldron represents the District with the Lincoln Benefit Trust. 

Featured in the photo are, from left to right, bottom row – 

Jerri Groncki, Karen Hellwig, Judi Fisher, and C. Dianne 

Masimore; top row – Bruce Bauman, Robert Schefter, 

James Holley, Allie Waldron, and Ron Groncki. 

 



REUNION NEWS
Class of 1965 50th Reunion August 7-8, 2015

50th YEAR REUNION WEEKEND Friday, August 7, 2015 - Pig Roast;  Saturday, August 8, 2015 - Dinner at Wyndridge Farm 
More information at shs65.org or contact Darryl J. Engler at djengler@iu12.org or 717-235-1389.  

Class of 1970 45th Reunion October 17, 2015

45th Year reunion at the Great American Saloon in Red Lion PA from 6 - 10 p.m.  Cost is $30 per person.  For more information 
go to shsclassof1970.blogspot.com or email Patsy (Day) Nicely at patnicely5@gmail.com

Class of 1975 40th Reunion 2015 TBD
40th Year reunion committee is forming.  If you are interested, contact Lindy Sweeney at lsweeney75@gmail.com or 717-235-
6565

Class of 1995 20th Reunion 2015 TBD

Calling all grads of 1995! Our 20 year class reunion is next year! Please let me know if you’re interested in joining a planning 
committee. Find our page on Facebook and p.m. or email shswarriors_1995@yahoo.com with your contact info. You may also 
call April (Snyder) Ferree at (717) 586-6513.  Thanks Warriors!

Post your alumni reunion information on the District website at www.sycsd.org. Go to the “Add Reunion Information” page.  Send 
reunion photos to wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org. They will be included in the alumni newsletter. Please include a key to names 
for identification.

 

SCHOLARSHIP AND GIVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALUMNI

Name:

Street Address:

City/State/Zip:

Mail to:
SYCSD Foundation

PO Box 128
Glen Rock, PA  17327-0128

Contribution Allocation Amount
General Scholarship Fund $
Becky Stover Memorial Scholarship $
The Belinda S. Bensel-Hershey Scholarship $
Bill Jones Scholarship $
Bob McCoy Memorial Scholarship $
Curtis Stermer Memorial Scholarship $
David Nicholson Scholarship $
Richard “Dick” Amspacher Memorial Scholarship $
Eric Gonzales Memorial Scholarship $
James Hartenstein, III Memorial Scholarship $

You will receive an 
acknowledgement of your gift 

for tax purposes.

James McKinney Memorial Scholarship $
Jeff Hill Memorial Scholarship $
Karl Steger Scholarship $
Kathy Yeater Scholarship $
Kenneth J. Alwine Memorial Scholarship $
Loretta Rappoldt Memorial Scholarship $
Peggy Kingman Memorial Gift $
Ron Leese Scholarship $
Susquehannock High School Alumni Scholarship $
Thomas Kerrigan Memorial Scholarship $
Unrestricted Donation $
Susquehannock Alumni Field House Project $
Other (specify______________________)

Total Contribution $



     Southern Middle School is raising money for the Four Diamonds 
Fund and you will have the opportunity to bid on a very special 
item.  A University of Maryland regulation helmet will be awarded to 
the highest bidder.  This helmet commemorates the Battle of 
Baltimore at Fort McHenry and has some of Francis Scott Key’s 
lyrics from the “Star Spangled Banner” as well as the outline of Fort 
McHenry on it.  This helmet is a treasure that you will want to own.  
Starting bid is $150.00 and bids at $5 increments can be made by 
contacting Linda Hershner at linda.hershner@sycsd.org or by 
placing your bid at the Battle of the Buildings on February 26.  
Winner will be announced after the Battle of the Buildings.   
 

mailto:linda.hershner@sycsd.org



